THE    GREAT    TUDORS
those of Plato and Plotinus (in Latin translations); while
there was no branch of Mathematics that he left untouched."
Yet the learned Doctors of Oxford, the Abbots and other
dignitaries flocked to hear him; they listened without open
protest to his attacks upon abuses in the Church :
" O priests! O priesthood! O the abominable
impiety of those miserable priests of whom this age of
ours contains a great multitude! . . . Abandoned
creatures! on whom the vengeance of God will one day
fall the heavier, the more shamelessly they have intruded
themselves into the divine office.35
Whatever may have been the effect upon his audience,
Colet was not officially considered a dangerous influence, for
within eight years he had been admitted to the degree of
D.D. and appointed Dean of St. Paul's. During those years
he had gathered around him a band of friends of whom
Grocyn, Linacre, William Lily, and Thomas More, among
Oxford men, and Erasmus from the Continent were the
most celebrated. The Oxford Reformers, as they were
known, were enemies of pedantry, superstition, and bigotry;
Grocyn and Erasmus in particular did their utmost to spread
a knowledge of Greek, which had brought back to the light of
day the long-forgotten masterpieces of the ancient world,
both sacred and secular. Philosophy, History, Poetry, and
the New Testament itself might now be read in the original
by those who could learn Greek, for the invention of printing
had made it possible for thousands to read what had
hitherto been confined to the few.
Colet himself was never a fluent Greek scholar, but he did
all that was possible to ensure that the key to unlock the
treasure-house of antiquity should be in the possession of
those who came after him. He determined to devote the
fortune which came to him on the death of his father in 1505
to the foundation of a school in which " good litterature
both laten and greke " should be taught. And so, some
years after his appointment as Dean, as he tells us in his own
words, still preserved in his own handwriting in the
Statutes of St. Paul's School:
"John Colett, the sonne of henry Colett Dean of
paules desyring nothing more thanne Educacion and
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